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No entirely satisfactory methods of treatment of creeping eruption have yet been de-
signed, but studies now in progress using the "hypospray" apparatus for painless local in-
jections of Fuadin or Hetrazan directly into the skin show such great promise (1) that
other methods of treatment may soon be outmoded. Until this newer therapeutic method
is proven of value and becomes more generally available, other means must still be used.
Three general types of physical agents have been shown to be specific in the treatment of
creeping eruption if properly applied. These are refrigeration, chemical cauterization and
cauterization by the actual or galvanic cautery.
It is the purpose of this communication to call attention to an alternate method con-
sisting of the destruction of the larva by means of electrolysis. After careful localization
of the parasite, a fine electrolysis needle, preferably of irido-platinum, connected to the
negative pole, is inserted to the approximated depth of the larva. A little more intense
current of 3 to 4 amperes is required than that of 1 or 2 amperes used for epilation. When
the current is applied a bubbling froth appears at the mouth of the puncture wound. The
current is continued for an additional 2 or 3 seconds and the needle is then slowly with-
drawn. The current switch is released just before the needle passes through the epidermis.
By this technic little pain is felt except the initial prick on insertion of the needle. It is
rapid and avoids the pain and surface burn of cauterization. Electrolysis can be used on
the more thickened areas such as the soles and palms, areas in which refrigeration to a
sufficient depth to destroy the parasite is difficult to obtain. The injection and toxicity of
systemic treatment by Fuadin, Mapharsen and other drugs is avoided.
Exact localization of the parasite is essential. When the larvae invade the skin a stinging,
prickling sensation is experienced. The first visible lesions, macules and papules, usually
appear after the second day. By diascopy the larva may be detected as a brownish speck
beneath the skin. The application of a drop of oil renders the epidermis more translucent
and facilitates localization with the naked eye or a lupe. The larva may sometimes be pal-
pated as a small subcutaneous nodule. Electrolysis is easiest at this time and is more diffi-
cult after the fourth day of infestation when tunnel formation begins. By gently stroking
the skin with the end of a tongue blade, or, more commonly, following the patient's scratch-
ing, the situation of the larva is manifested as a more intensely red, raised area along a
linear dermographic wheal or vesicle. Many times, however, electrolysis is not feasible
when individual parasites must be separated from a large and confusing number of burrows.
Ancylostome braziliense may show long periods of dormancy lasting weeks or months.
However, we have treated a group of 12 patients in whom a total of 50 larvae were destroyed
by electrolysis with uniformly good results. After 4 months of observation in 8 of these pa-
tients, only one has shown any signs of activity.
CONCLUSION
Individual parasites of larva migrans may be completely and advantageously destroyed
in situ by electrolysis with relatively little pain and local destruction of tissue.
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